Minutes of a special meeting of Fimber Parish Council held on Saturday  12th September 2009

at 11.45 a.m. in the Village Hall

Present: I. Smith  (in the Chair for Items 1-4]), G. Thompson (In the Chair for Item 5), E. Lovatt (clerk), 

              P. Leese, J. Megginson, M. Walker

Apologies: R. Lambert, M. Patterson. 

The meeting was reminded that a refusal had been received from the E.R.Y.C. Planning Department since the last meeting with regard to the Planning Application for Towthorpe Manor.

Item 1]:  Proposed construction of a “Biomass Power Plant” at the site of the former Gameslack Farm:

              The Chairman introduced the planning proposal, and various documents were distributed.

A commercial company, East Yorkshire Power, has made an application to construct a Biomass Power Plant on this site.

The local residents of Fimber and Wetwang have been well-informed as to the proposal, and both Parish Councils intend to take soundings in their communities as to the residents’ opinions immediately after the company exhibits details of its plans in Wetwang Village Hall which takes place this weekend.
1) The main issues are: the nature of the raw materials, the transporting of these to the site, the height of the chimney emitting the waste matter, the nature and potential chemical content of this matter, the visibility of the chimney within the surrounding areas and the refilling and landscaping of the extraction sites once the raw materials have been quarried.

2) The consultants, planners and constructors have given assurances that they will strictly control and monitor the standards set and carried out as the project continues.

3) The local  council and Highway authorities will have to provide and insure compliance with appropriate routing instructions and signage.

The Chairman has spoken with East Yorkshire Power representatives at the exhibition held in Wetwang Village Hall, and received assurance of this compliance and a resulting overall industrial balance of benefits for the communities with the obvious disruptions and possible ongoing detriment to community life.

The main issues for Fimber Parish Councillors were:

· Why was this location chosen? Just because suitable land had become available?

· How the  problems of transport to-and-from the site could really benefit either the company or the community in the long-run.

· Whether farmers and landowners would readily allow their straw-waste to be put to this use, instead of the traditional animal-feed usage as chopped-straw.

· Whether the current electricity-carrying pylons, wires etc. would prove to be sufficient in every way.

· Would a 100ft.-high chimney disperse the fumes etc. satisfactorily?

The Chairman said that the Parish Councillors’ meeting with East Yorkshire Power to take place in Wetwang Village Hall straight after this one, would seek answers to these questions. 

It was proposed by I. Smith, and seconded by M. Walker that the village residents should be canvassed for their views. A follow-up meeting to review the results of this consultation will be held within the week.This will be carried out by the P.C. officers among those responsible on their emergency-plan list.

Item 2]:    The Chairman reported that the Red Cross first-aid training meeting will now be on Saturday 

                  October 10th.

Item 3]:    Re-application to build a temporary agricultural dwelling at Towthorpe Wold.


                  It was agreed that this Council is not competent to make further comment on this application.

Item 4];    (G. Thompson took the Chair)

                  Re: an application by J. & J. Austin of Corner House Farm to install a wind turbine. 

                 The Chairman informed the meeting of 3 ‘notes of objection’ received in relation to this       

                application. These related mainly to the 24-hour functioning of such apparatuses, the noise and

                the visual impact on the neighbours. Various installations working locally were described. Doubts 

                as to the overall  ‘green’ environmental advantages for the owners were expressed; and the same 

                for the financial benefits for them and the village. Also the size of the mill blades would need to be 

                small in this situation., thus reducing efficiency. P. Leese said that the tide of opinion nationally 
    was in favour of approving these turbines. A vote of eligible Council members 

                was taken, and the motion to approve the application was defeated by 4 votes to 0.

                 After consideration of the views of those residents most immediately affected, it was agreed that 

                the Chairman would draw up suitable wording for the Council’s submission to the Planning 

                Department.

                                        The meeting closed at 12.35.

